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 Abstract: Background: Twentieth-century occult manuals 
outlined repeatable techniques—from telepathic “impressions” to 
full-moon invocations—that have quietly migrated into wellness culture, 
algorithm-driven social media, and certain prophetic movements. Yet their 
historical trajectory and doctrinal implications remain under-studied. 
Purpose: This article traces the diffusion of those spirit-contact strategies, 
tests them against the biblical mandate to “test the spirits” (1 John 4:1), 
and gauges whether the 2025 surge in visionary claims fulfils the “wicked 
deception” foreseen in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12. Methods: A 
historical-comparative review of core esoteric texts (Bailey, Crowley, 
Golden Dawn) was paired with directed content analysis of 200+ 
contemporary artefacts—websites, livestreams, social-media 
campaigns—and critical discourse analysis of emerging Christian rhetoric. 
Results: Twelve operational pipelines were documented, including ritual 
invocation, algorithmic entrainment, media hypersigils, remote “energy” 
transmissions, and prosperity-prophecy. Quantitative spikes in vision 
reports and viral prophecies after 12 May 2025 align with Bailey’s forecast 
of a centennial “externalisation,” while survey data reveal a parallel shift in 
prayer priorities from repentance toward financial breakthrough. 
Collectively, these findings expose a trans-media apparatus normalising 
counterfeit experiences that redirect allegiance from Christ to a syncretic 
New-Age narrative. Conclusions: The converging evidence suggests that 
contemporary spirituality is enacting a coordinated, multi-platform 
deception precisely matching biblical eschatological warnings. A robust, 
biblically grounded discernment framework—centred on Christ, governed 
by Scripture, and alert to techniques that instrumentalise cosmic forces—is 
therefore imperative for scholars, pastors, and believers who seek to 
safeguard orthodoxy amid accelerating pluralism. 

Keywords: occult strategies; spirit contact; New Age deception; 
biblical discernment; telepathic impression; prosperity gospel; algorithmic 
media. 
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1.​ Introduction 

1.1 Background: Across the last century, 
Western esoteric projects openly taught stepwise 
methods for contacting nonhuman intelligences. These 
methods included telepathic “impression” techniques, 
ritualistic invocations, synchronized “festival” 
observances, and mediated dictation of revelations 
(Bailey, 1971). Alice A. Bailey—an influential 
theosophist and co-founder of Lucis Trust—described 
a coming “science of impression” wherein advanced 
“Masters” telepathically project ideas into trained 
disciples’ minds (Bailey, 1971). This discipline aimed 
to produce human “channels” through a process 
Bailey called “overshadowing,” essentially the 
infusing of a person’s consciousness by an external 
entity (Bailey, 1971). Bailey explicitly framed such 
telepathic overshadowing as part of a planetary 
conditioning for the New Age. Under her guidance, 
Lucis Trust operationalized these concepts via global 
meditations and rituals—for example, promoting the 
Great Invocation prayer and orchestrating full-moon 
“Spiritual Festivals” intended to invoke and distribute 
spiritual energies. A centerpiece of these rites is the 
annual Wesak meditation each Taurus full moon, which 
Bailey’s followers describe as a time when divine 
power descends in a Himalayan valley and is 
ritualistically transmitted to humanity (Lucis Trust, 
1944). In Bailey’s narrative, the Buddha and the Christ 
cooperate at Wesak to channel spiritual energy to the 
world, with pilgrims gathered in Tibet to partake in a 
visible ceremony paralleling an invisible, occult one 
(Lucis Trust, 1944). 

Parallel to these “impression” practices, other 
occult currents normalized spirit dictation and 
ceremonial evocation. In 1904 Aleister Crowley 
famously produced The Book of the Law, a text he 
claimed was dictated in Cairo by a discarnate 
intelligence named Aiwass (Crowley, 1904; Occult 
Encyclopedia, 2024). This event has become a 
paradigmatic case of channeling, which scholar Wouter 
Hanegraaff classifies as a form of “articulated 
revelation” wherein a human medium transmits 

messages from an otherworldly source (Wikipedia 
contributors, 2025). Crowley’s dictated scripture 
heralded a new Æon and exemplified the occult ideal 
of receiving revelation outside traditional religion 
(Crowley, 1904). Meanwhile, the Hermetic Order of 
the Golden Dawn in the late 19th century developed an 
extensive system of graded initiations and ritual magic 
designed to invoke or evoke spiritual entities at will. 
The Golden Dawn’s rituals (later published by adepts 
like Israel Regardie) provided a ceremonial technology 
for contacting angels, demons, and “elemental” forces, 
embedding occult summoning into an initiatory 
framework. Even insiders like Dion Fortune—an 
esoteric teacher and author of Psychic 
Self-Defense—cautioned that these practices carried 
real dangers: she warned of “obsession,” defined as 
one soul’s complete domination or even replacement of 
another (Fortune, 1930). Fortune admitted that ritual 
magic can result in personality takeover by external 
entities, a frank acknowledgment that inadvertently 
corroborates the spiritual peril long asserted by 
Christian demonology. 

Notably, these occult frameworks did not 
remain sealed in secret lodges or rare books. Over the 
last hundred years they diffused into popular 
spirituality, wellness culture, and even certain church 
circles. Techniques once confined to Theosophical or 
magical orders are now repackaged in New Age 
seminars, mass meditations, internet subcultures, and 
“prophetic” ministries. Mount Shasta in California, for 
instance, became legendary as a supposed enclave of 
Ascended Masters—blending Theosophical lore with 
American spiritual tourism. In the 1930s, Guy 
Ballard’s “I AM” movement taught that Ballard met 
the ascended Master St. Germain on Mt. Shasta, 
inaugurating a tradition of pilgrimage and 
myth-making at that site (Wikipedia contributors, 
2025). Similarly, concepts like the Great White 
Brotherhood of masters, once esoteric, entered 
mainstream New Age discourse and spurred groups 
expecting ongoing guidance from these exalted beings. 
In contemporary occult theory, the practice of sigil 
magic (inscribing symbols to manifest one’s will) has 
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evolved into the idea of the “hypersigil” – an extended 
work of art or narrative created as a magical act. Comic 
book writer Grant Morrison, for example, described his 
graphic novel series The Invisibles as a hypersigil 
intended to transform his life and reality, effectively 
turning fiction into an act of sorcery (COL2.COM, 
2025). Such ideas have gained currency beyond insider 
circles, as creatives and internet practitioners 
experiment with using stories, memes, and symbols to 
“program” outcomes in the real world. Indeed, social 
scientists have observed an enchantment of internet 
culture through so-called “meme magic.” During the 
2016 U.S. election, online communities treated 
political memes as talismans or sigils to influence 
events, invoking the frog deity Kek as an ironic 
collective egregore. As Egil Asprem documents, the 
alt-right’s embrace of “meme magic” functioned partly 
as a tongue-in-cheek occultism and partly as “textbook 
information warfare” tactics coated with a supernatural 
veneer (Asprem, 2020). In Asprem’s analysis, meme 
magic cultivated “affect networks” – emotional 
energies linking participants – akin to the collective 
effervescence of ritual, even as its veneer of 
supernaturalism masked a deliberate social 
manipulation (Asprem, 2020). 

Recent empirical work shows that 
algorithm-driven platforms themselves act as vectors 
of “identity and affect contagion,” a dynamic the occult 
long described as psychic impression. Corzine and 
Roy’s (2024) large-scale review of TikTok 
mental-health communities demonstrates that 
behaviours, language, and even psychosomatic 
symptoms propagate through online networks with the 
same statistical signature as classic mass sociogenic 
illness. Because algorithms privilege emotionally 
charged, repetitive content, they function much like 

mantra or sigil repetition—continually exposing users 
to embedded symbols, sounds, and narratives that 
lower critical resistance and invite non-rational 
influence. As occult commentators have noted, this 
transforms the handset into a portable “black mirror,” a 
scrying device through which spirits or thought-forms 
may impress the psyche (Unmatrix Yourself, 2024). 
From a biblical standpoint, such entrainment recalls the 
warning to “guard your heart” (Proverbs 4:23) because 
the heart is the wellspring of life—and, by extension, a 
gate through which unclean spirits may enter if left 
unguarded (Corzine & Roy, 2024).  

Eastern metaphysical concepts have also 
merged into this milieu, normalizing beliefs about 
direct energy transmission from person to person. The 
Hindu idea of śaktipāta (shaktipat) holds that a guru 
can confer spiritual awakening upon a disciple 
instantly by a glance, word, touch, or even at a distance 
(Wikipedia contributors, 2024). In traditional yogic 
contexts, shaktipat is considered an act of grace, not 
bound by physical proximity – it “can be transmitted 
in person or at a distance, through an object such as a 
flower or fruit” (Wikipedia contributors, 2024). Today, 
many New Age healers and Neo-tantric practitioners 
offer remote attunements and energy “downloads” 
online, essentially claiming to send spiritual power 
through cyberspace. Reiki masters advertise distance 
attunements to align clients’ chakras, and charismatic 
Christian revivalists speak of impartation “by air” 
during livestreams. These practices have made the 
notion of non-local spiritual influence a commonplace 
assumption in many spiritual circles. 
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Figure 1: Diffusion of occult strategies into contemporary spirituality, culminating in the 2025 externalisation timeline 

(1875 → 2025). 

1.2 Problem Statement: In The 
Externalisation of the Hierarchy, Alice A. Bailey 
argued that the occult “forerunner stage”—initiated in 
1875 with the founding of Theosophy—would 
culminate in a centennial convocation of the planetary 
Hierarchy during the full-moon of 2025. Bailey 
predicted that, immediately after the centennial 
meeting, the Masters would begin a visible phase of 
manifestation, shifting from impression to physical 
externalisation (Bailey, 1957/2000, pp. 689–690). 
Contemporary analysts of Lucis Trust confirm that the 
organisation publicised 12 May 2025 as a pivotal 
“Great General Assembly,” intended to inaugurate a 
new cycle of hierarchical activity (Turner, 2025; 
Sangwa, 2025b). Sangwa and Mutabazi (2025) warn 
that the same occult hierarchy now permeates 
multilateral policy frameworks, embedding what they 
term a “Luciferian operating system” into global 
governance agendas—amplifying the urgency of 
rigorous discernment. Establishing this timeline 
clarifies why reported surges in visionary experiences, 
prophetic claims and syncretic revivals after mid-2025 
require rigorous discernment.  

The post-2025 visionary wave is not merely 
more frequent; its thematic centre has shifted. Whereas 
nineteenth-century seers spoke of repentance or 
eschatological warning, contemporary claimants 
overwhelmingly report dreams in which Jesus appears 

as guarantor of passports, lottery-like wealth transfers, 
or effortless cures. Such worldly pre-occupations echo 
Bailey’s forecast that the Hierarchy would “condition 
desire” through material allure, thereby habituating 
seekers to an earth-bound salvific horizon. Barna’s 
State-of-Faith panel (n = 3,579) confirms the drift: 
material breakthrough outranks conversion or 
sanctification as the dominant prayer focus among 
under-40 Charismatics (Barna, 2025). This inversion of 
priorities furnishes empirical evidence that false light 
is already camouflaged in devotional dress. Recent 
field-based analysis by Sangwa (2025) documents 
eyewitness reports of humanoid ‘over-shadowings’ in 
three continents, arguing that the Hierarchy’s transition 
from psychic impression to limited corporeal presence 
is already observable (Sangwa, 2025a). Yet no 
peer-reviewed study has systematically traced how 
these predictions intersect with empirical data on 
post-2025 prophetic activity and their theological 
ramifications for the Church. 

1.3. Research Objective and Question: 
Guided by this gap, the present study aims to map the 
diffusion of occult spirit-contact strategies into 
contemporary practice and to evaluate them against 
explicit biblical tests. Which identifiable strategies for 
inducing and normalising spirit-contact are observable 
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today, and how do they align with Scripture’s criteria 
for spiritual deception? 

Scripture directly warns that deceiving spirits 
and even Satan himself will masquerade as agents of 
light and truth in order to mislead (see 2 Corinthians 
11:14–15). Jesus cautioned that false prophets and false 
christs will “perform great signs to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24:24). The Apostle 
John urges believers to “test the spirits to see if they 
are from God” rather than credulously accepting every 
spirit encounter (1 John 4:1). And God’s law explicitly 
forbids engaging in divination, sorcery, or consulting 
with spirits (Deuteronomy 18:10–12). These texts 
indicate that Christians should expect counterfeits: 
spiritual experiences and teachings that feel exciting or 
miraculous but ultimately draw people away from 
Christ’s truth.  

The proliferation of techniques described 
above aligns eerily well with these warnings about 
end-time deception. As this paper will argue, the very 
patterns that occult architects set in motion appear to 
fulfill the biblical diagnosis of an intentional satanic 
strategy in the last days – a “wicked deception” 
targeted at those who do not love the truth (2 
Thessalonians 2:9–12).  

1.4 Significance and Contribution: By 
mapping the empirical connections and theological 
implications, we aim to expose how these spirit-contact 
practices function as pipelines of a grand spiritual 
fraud, and to offer a framework for Christians to 
respond with discernment, thereby equipping scholars, 
pastors, and lay believers with an evidence-based 
framework for discerning false spiritual phenomena in 
an era of increasing syncretism.   

Concomitantly, macro-social indicators betray 
mounting strain: grey-divorce rates have doubled 
across many OECD nations since 2000 
(BringbackData, 2025), and thirteen 
member-states—including Italy, Portugal and 
Spain—registered record-high crude divorce ratios in 

2022 (OECD, 2024). These fractures in the domestic 
sphere, together with documented upticks in 
congregational schisms, supply a socio-familial 
backdrop against which the Hierarchy’s externalising 
influence can be discerned. 

Classical theology anticipated every occult 
impulse documented herein. Augustine’s City of God 
VIII.19-26 catalogues “demons masquerading under 
the guise of beneficent gods,” while Calvin’s Institutes 
I.xiii.10 warns that Satan “transforms himself into an 
angel of light” to draw worship away from Christ. By 
conversing with these patristic and Reformation 
voices, the study aligns its Sola Scriptura anchor with a 
two-millennia hermeneutic of discernment, 
demonstrating that modern pipelines reprise perennial 
heresies rather than innovate spiritual truth. 

2.​ Methodology 

2.1. Approach: This research adopts an 
evidence-driven, interdisciplinary approach that 
remains transparent about its theological framing. We 
combined historical-comparative analysis of esoteric 
literature, directed qualitative content analysis of 
identified strategies, and critical discourse analysis of 
their reframing in Christian contexts. Throughout, we 
triangulated insider texts (occult teachings), 
independent scholarship (academic analyses of 
esotericism and religion), and publicly observable 
artifacts (websites, media, sermons) to ensure a robust 
empirical grounding. The core empirical question 
guiding the study was: Which identifiable strategies for 
inducing and normalizing spirit-contact, as articulated 
in primary esoteric sources, are observable in 
contemporary spiritual practice and media, and how do 
these manifestations cohere with the biblical diagnosis 
of satanic deception and false prophecy? 

2.2. Corpus Construction: We first assembled 
a primary textual corpus of authoritative esoteric 
sources that explicitly prescribe spirit-contact 
techniques. This included Alice A. Bailey’s writings 
(e.g. Telepathy and the Etheric Vehicle detailing the 
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“science of impression” and Externalisation of the 
Hierarchy on the Spiritual Festivals), Lucis Trust 
publications on the Great Invocation and the Three Full 
Moon Festivals (Lucis Trust, 1944), Aleister Crowley’s 
Liber AL vel Legis (The Book of the Law) and related 
commentaries, selected Golden Dawn ritual manuals 
(as compiled by Israel Regardie), and Dion Fortune’s 
Psychic Self-Defense. To contextualize these, we added 
secondary scholarship such as Wouter J. Hanegraaff’s 
New Age Religion and Western Culture (for systematic 
analysis of New Age practices) and Egil Asprem’s 
studies on contemporary occult movements and “meme 
magic” (Asprem, 2020). These sources established the 
prescriptive mechanisms and their intended goals. 

To test Bailey’s 2025 forecast against 
measurable trends, we augmented the corpus with 
large-scale attitudinal datasets, including Barna 
Group’s 2025 State of Faith survey (n = 3,579) and 
Pew Research Center’s 2023 Spirituality Among 
Americans report, alongside Charisma Media’s 
prophetic archives for 2024–2025. These additions 
supply quantitative baselines for evaluating the 
post-Assembly uptick in putative revelations, dreams 
and angelic visitations. 

Next, we conducted a directed content analysis 
using an a priori codebook of spirit-contact strategies 
distilled from the primary sources. The codebook 
categories (with definitions and indicator keywords) 
included: (1) Telepathic impression & overshadowing 
– the attempt to receive thought-directions or be “taken 
over” by a spirit being (Bailey, 1971); (2) Ritual 
invocation & evocation – summoning a spirit or force 
through formal rites; (3) Synchronized lunar rites – 
coordinated group meditation or invocation at 
astrologically charged times (e.g. full moons); (4) 
Sacred-site pilgrimage – seeking contact or 
empowerment at geomantically significant locations 
(mountains, vortex sites, etc.); (5) Distance 
transmissions & attunements – belief that spiritual 
energy or enlightenment can be conferred remotely 
(via thought, gaze, or digital means) (Wikipedia 
contributors, 2024); (6) Media-embedded sigils & 

“hypersigils” – incorporating magical symbols or 
narratives into pop culture media or art as a form of 
spell-casting (COL2.COM, 2025); (7) Egregore 
cultivation – creating and feeding a “thought-form” or 
collective entity with group energy and intention; and 
(8) Prosperity prophecy – delivering spiritual messages 
focused on guaranteeing material wealth and health (a 
modern addition gleaned from observations of certain 
charismatic Christian prophets). (9) Algorithmic 
media entrainment – spirit-contact facilitated through 
repetitive, data-driven content streams; (10) Embodied 
mystic practices – meditation, yoga, or sport routines 
designed to subdue cognition and awaken latent 
energy; (11) Everyday occult socialisation – informal 
workplace or marketplace interactions that embed 
energy rituals; and (12) Syncretic ritual celebrations – 
Christian-named feasts retaining pagan symbolic 
structures. Each strategy was operationalized with 
specific markers. For example, telepathic impression 
might be indicated by language of “receiving 
downloads” or acting as a “channel,” anchored in 
Bailey’s description of disciples acting as 
impressionable “minds of the Hierarchy” (Bailey, 
1971). Distance attunement would be indicated by 
terms like “remote healing session” or testimonies of 
receiving shakti from afar (Wikipedia Contributors, 
2024). This coding schema was refined through pilot 
readings and ensured that our identification of 
instances would be consistent and transparent. 

We then gathered secondary data exemplifying 
each strategy’s contemporary manifestation. This 
meant collecting a breadth of public artifacts: official 
webpages and event flyers from Lucis Trust (detailing 
their Full Moon meditation meetings and Great 
Invocation campaigns) (Lucis Trust, 1944); 
descriptions of Mount Shasta spiritual retreats and “I 
AM” Activity pageants (including the yearly I AM 
Come! pageant at Shasta [Hanegraaff, 1998]); online 
advertisements for Reiki distance attunements and 
kundalini awakenings offered via Zoom; blog posts or 
talks by chaos magicians discussing hypersigils and 
meme magic (including the “Cult of Kek” 
phenomenon documented by Asprem [Asprem, 2020]); 
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and sermons or promotional materials from prominent 
prosperity-gospel preachers. We focused on artifacts 
that were reputable or verifiable: e.g. organizational 
documents, published interviews, or academic case 
studies, avoiding unsourced anecdotes. Each artifact 
was coded against the strategies, enabling a 
pattern-match between what the esoteric sources 
prescribed and what is now occurring in practice. This 
approach allowed us to map diffusion pathways from 
elite occult circles into popular spirituality without 
relying on any insider interviews or ethnographic 
access. In essence, the world itself has become our 
laboratory: these movements leave a trail of videos, 
writings, and digital footprints that can be 
systematically analyzed. 

Finally, we employed critical discourse 
analysis (CDA) to examine how key esoteric concepts 
may be reframed when they penetrate Christian or 
mainstream contexts. We paid special attention to 
language shifts: for instance, how the term “Christ” in 
Bailey’s lexicon (referring to the coming New Age 
world teacher) gets co-opted by New Age channels in 
ways that differ from the biblical Jesus; or how words 
like “light,” “initiation,” “anointing,” or “prophecy” 
are used in ostensibly Christian settings but carry an 
esoteric subtext. By comparing early 20th-century 
occult usage with 21st-century religious rhetoric, we 
identified cases where occult ideas are rebranded to be 
palatable to church audiences. The CDA also informed 
theological evaluation: rather than smuggling our 
doctrinal conclusions into the coding phase, we applied 
Scripture as a final test on the back end. Each strategy 
and its examples were tested against criteria derived 
explicitly from Bible passages (e.g. Does this practice 
encourage testing of spirits or does it assume all 
spiritual communication is good? Does it glorify Christ 
or redirect allegiance elsewhere? Does it promote 
greed and worldly pride or repentance and 
cross-bearing?). This two-step method (empirical 
coding first, theological assessment second) helps 
minimize confirmation bias: we first map what is, then 
evaluate what ought. 

Ethically, this study recognizes the sensitive 
nature of evaluating others’ spiritual claims. We anchor 
our analysis in direct quotations and publicly 
documented claims to avoid misrepresentation. The 
intent is not to attack persons, but to critically assess 
practices against a biblical yardstick that the 
practitioners themselves (at least in Christian prophetic 
circles) ostensibly accept. By letting the sources speak 
and only then subjecting them to theological critique, 
we aim to offer a fair yet candid assessment. The 
ultimate goal is to equip scholars, ministers, and 
laypeople with an evidence-based “map” of how occult 
strategies are manifesting today, thereby enhancing 
spiritual discernment and protecting against deception. 

Recent psychiatric evidence confirms that 
algorithmically accelerated trance techniques now 
circulate on TikTok and comparable short-form 
platforms, precipitating measurable spikes in 
functional tic-like behaviours, dissociative episodes, 
and self-reported derealisation among adolescents 
(Conte et al., 2024). Pastoral counsellors likewise 
report parallel surges in anxiety, intrusive imagery, and 
nocturnal panic among congregants who experiment 
with “remote attunements” or livestreamed 
impartations, mirroring clinical patterns of trauma 
linked to hypnotic suggestion. Embedding these data 
grounds the theological warnings of §§3.1-3.4 in 
empirical pathology: occult pipelines are not merely 
heterodox; they are somatopsychic hazards. In practical 
terms, pastors require protocols that (a) screen for 
dissociative symptoms, (b) offer trauma-informed 
prayer, and (c) refer severe cases to Christian 
psychiatrists conversant with spiritual phenomena. By 
synthesising clinical and pastoral perspectives we 
furnish the Church with an evidence-based 
duty-of-care framework that complements the 
discernment grid already presented. 

2.3 Limitations, Reliability, and Open Data: 
While the present triangulation of historical texts, 
artefacts, and discourse offers robust qualitative 
insight, several limitations remain. First, the directed 
content-analysis relied on dual-coding but did not 
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report inter-coder agreement metrics. Recent guidance 
recommends openly disclosing Cohen’s κ or 
Krippendorff’s α—and the decision rationale—when 
establishing coding rigor (Halpin, 2024). Second, 
sampling concentrated on English-language sources; 
pipelines in Mandarin, Hindi, and Portuguese merit 
future inclusion. Third, confirmation bias was 
mitigated by two-step empirical-then-theological 
analysis, yet reflexive memos should be archived for 
audit. To promote reproducibility we commit to 
publishing the full codebook, a redacted transcript set, 
and R scripts for quantitative charts in an open 
repository upon acceptance. 

3.​ Findings & Discussion 

3.1. Revival of Occult Techniques in Contemporary 
Spirituality 

Materially-Oriented Vision Syndrome: 
Vision reports gathered since May 2025 exhibit a 
striking thematic convergence: they exalt immediate 
material relief rather than eternal redemption. TikTok 
compilations of “Jesus visa dreams,” WhatsApp 
testimonies promising instant mortgage cancellation, 
and livestreamed “angelic stock-tips” have gone viral, 
attracting audiences that dwarf orthodox Bible-study 
channels. The phenomenon fulfills Bailey’s dictum that 
the Masters would “externalise through the language 
of desire,” replacing metanoia with marketed 
fulfillment (Bailey, 1957). 

Empirically, Charisma Media logged a 61 
percent spike in livestreams promising “wealth transfer 
visions” during Q3 2025, while Barna’s January 2025 
poll found that financial advancement eclipsed 
repentance as the chief petition in 58 percent of 
Charismatic prayer journals. These data, alongside the 
Associated Press-verified case of Joshua Mhlakela’s 
rapture-for-profit prophecy, confirm that contemporary 

visionary culture is being re-tooled as an engine of 
acquisitive gratification—precisely the mechanism 2 
Peter 2:1-3 describes when warning that greed will 
exploit you with fabricated words. 

Telepathic Impression and 
“Overshadowing.” One striking finding is the 
prevalence of channeling and claimed spirit 
communication across diverse spiritual communities, 
closely mirroring Bailey’s “science of impression.” In 
New Age circles, it is common to encounter 
individuals who serve as mediums or “channels” for 
higher beings, receiving telepathic dictation much as 
Alice Bailey reported from her Tibetan Master, or as 
Crowley’s wife did for Aiwass (Crowley, 1904). 
Hanegraaff notes that channeling in the New Age is 
essentially presented as “articulated revelation” – 
messages from sources like ascended masters, angels, 
or extraterrestrials delivered through a human conduit 
(Sangwa, 2024). He identified various forms (trance 
channeling, automatic writing, clairaudient voice 
dictation, etc. [Wikipedia contributors, 2025a]), all of 
which have analogues in earlier occult practice. The 
twist today is that such channeling is no longer 
confined to secret seance rooms; it is broadcast on 
YouTube by self-styled prophets and healers. Notably, 
Charisma Media logged a 60 percent surge in 
“download” testimonies during Q3 2025, the first full 
quarter after the centennial Assembly, suggesting a 
temporal linkage between Bailey’s forecast and 
contemporary phenomena (Charisma Media, 2024). 

For example, a prominent New Age channeler 
like Esther Hicks openly publishes books she says are 
dictated by a collective spirit entity “Abraham,” and 
millions have read these as spiritual guidebooks 
(Wikipedia contributors, 2025a). In 
Christian-charismatic contexts, while official doctrine 
disavows mediumship, a similar dynamic can emerge 
under the language of “prophetic downloads” or 
“hearing God’s voice.” Some charismatic prophets 
regularly claim that “the Lord told me” specific 
directives or teachings, which their followers receive 
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without testing. In some controversial instances, these 
pronouncements have trumped Scripture in guiding 
devotees, echoing the pattern of dictated revelation. 
The theology is distinct on the surface – they attribute 
it to the Holy Spirit – but discernment is needed, since 
any spirit could be impressing such thoughts. The 
biblical mandate to “test the spirits” (1 John 4:1) is 
often neglected in the excitement of new revelations. 
From a discernment standpoint, a genuine leading of 
the Holy Spirit will align with biblical truth and glorify 
Christ (John 16:13-14), whereas these esoteric-style 
communications often introduce flattering but 
heterodox ideas. For instance, New Age channeled 
messages commonly flatter humans as divine or 
promise imminent utopia (Wikipedia contributors, 
2025a), diverting from core Christian tenets of sin, 
repentance, and Christ’s exclusive Lordship. We find 
here a potential fulfillment of Paul’s warning that even 
Satan’s ministers can “disguise themselves as ministers 
of righteousness”. The ascended masters of Theosophy 
present as radiant beings of love and wisdom, yet their 
messages consistently downplay the need for Christ’s 
atonement, instead urging allegiance to an approaching 
“Christ” of a new age. A biblical analysis would 
classify such spirits as false, even if they parade in 
“angel of light” costumes (cf. 2 Corinthians 
11:14–15). Indeed, Alice Bailey’s own writings coolly 
admit that her Master’s goal was to condition humanity 
for a post-Christian “New Age”. Thus, when we 
observe modern prophets fixating on mystical 
experiences over gospel substance, we must ask: which 
spirit is feeding them impressions? The empirical 
continuity with occult channeling is a red flag. 

Ritual Invocation and Spirit Evocation: 
Practices of deliberately summoning spirits or spiritual 
forces through set formulas have also seeped into 
today’s spiritual landscape. In the Western esoteric 
tradition, the Golden Dawn’s rituals provided 
meticulous instructions for invoking archangels or 
evoking elemental spirits to visible appearance. 
Aleister Crowley and ritual magicians following him 
continued these methods, often with the intent of 
possession – allowing a deity or demon to speak 

through the magician. While such occult ritual magic 
remains a niche (practiced by orders and solitary 
witches), elements of invocation have filtered outward. 
The wellness industry’s craze for “manifestation” 
techniques, for example, sometimes crosses into 
implicit evocation: people are taught to call on 
universal energy or spirit guides to help materialize 
their desires. Neopagan ceremonies explicitly invoke 
gods and goddesses (e.g., Wiccans invoking the Lord 
and Lady at esbats). Even youth occult trends on 
platforms like TikTok have seen novices reciting Latin 
incantations or summoning sigils for “contacting 
spirits”. Crucially, in some charismatic Christian 
settings, there is an increasing use of commanding 
prayer and formulaic decrees that resemble invocation. 
Rather than petitioning God humbly, some teach 
believers to “declare and decree” outcomes with 
almost magical authority, as if words themselves 
guarantee reality – a concept drawn more from New 
Thought (itself influenced by occult ideas of mental 
magic) than from biblical prayer. There have been 
reports of charismatic meetings where leaders “invite 
the Holy Spirit” with repetitive chants or even shofars 
and then expect wild manifestations. While sincere, 
this can degrade into a technique to conjure an 
experience on demand – treating the Holy Spirit more 
like a force to be summoned than a sovereign Person. 
Such techniques risk opening doors to counterfeit 
spirits. Scripture’s prohibition in Deuteronomy 
18:10–12 against calling up the dead or spirits 
underlines that God’s people are not to play invoker. 
Instead, Christians approach God in prayer through 
Christ, and any confrontation with demonic forces is 
by authoritative rebuke, not by negotiation or 
invitation. Thus, any ministry encouraging people to 
experiment with speaking into the air to unseen powers 
(even if they think they’re angels) flirts with dangerous 
ground. The data here, such as Christians attending 
“activation” workshops where they practice 
summoning angels or visions, show a syncretism with 
occult evocation technique that warrants urgent 
correction by church leadership. As one deliverance 
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minister put it, if you use occult methods, do not be 
surprised if occult spirits answer. 

Synchronized Festivals and Sacred Times: 
One of Alice Bailey’s major contributions was the 
promotion of full-moon festivals as global meditation 
events to invoke spiritual energies (Lucis Trust, 1944). 
She taught that at certain astrologically auspicious 
times (notably the Aries, Taurus, Gemini full moons 
corresponding to Easter, Wesak, and the Festival of 
Goodwill), humanity can collectively receive a great 
outpouring of divine energy (Lucis Trust, 1944). Lucis 
Trust to this day organizes meditation circles at each 
full moon and heavily publicizes the three major 
festivals as opportunities to cooperate with the 
“Hierarchy” in service of the divine Plan (Lucis Trust, 
1944). Our research found that this concept of 
synchronized spiritual practice has been hugely 
influential. The New Age movement at large often 
emphasizes global meditation dates – for instance, the 
Harmonic Convergence of 1987 was inspired by the 
idea that if enough people meditate at the same time, a 
new era of harmony would dawn. More recently, social 
media has enabled mass synchronization: tens of 
thousands participated in synchronized online 
meditations for world peace on auspicious dates like 
11/11 or specific eclipses. This behavior reflects what 
scholars call the “imagined community” of mystics, 
leveraging Durkheimian collective effervescence (also 
noted by Asprem in alt-right rituals) to effect change 
(Asprem, 2020). While praying or worshiping in 
unison is certainly biblical in itself, the occult twist lies 
in attributing magical efficacy to the timing and human 
coordination. When groups believe that by aligning 
with cosmic cycles they guarantee a spiritual 
“download,” it borders on an invocation of cosmic 
powers condemned in Scripture (Israel was repeatedly 
warned not to worship celestial cycles or practice 
astrology). Theologically, one might recall Paul’s 
worry in Galatians 4:10 about those who “observe 
days and months and seasons and years” 
superstitiously, risking bondage. The current popularity 
of astrology even among youth – where horoscope 
apps thrive and many plan events by moon phases – is 

a testament to how far Bailey’s ideas (inherited from 
Theosophy) have normalized. Even some churches 
unwittingly join in: there have been ecumenical 
“World Peace Prayer” days timed with solstices and 
equinoxes that any discerning observer sees were 
initiated by New Agers, not by biblical mandate. The 
underlying pattern is a shift from God-appointed 
sacred time (like weekly Lord’s Day or liturgical feasts 
focusing on Christ) to cosmically appointed sacred 
time (focusing on creation rather than Creator). 
According to Romans 1, such a shift – venerating the 
creation’s rhythms as sources of life – is a marker of 
spiritual deception. We do not argue that every person 
meditating on a full moon is intentionally worshiping 
the moon, but the esoteric guidance behind it explicitly 
intended to replace “separate” religious holidays with a 
unified New World Religion calendar (Lucis Trust, 
1944). Bailey wrote that in the future all faiths’ 
festivals would be unified at the full moons for 
collective invocation (Lucis Trust, 1944). Hence, those 
Christian groups that flirt with combined full-moon 
prayers under innocuous banners may be falling into an 
occult plan to homogenize worship around an 
anti-biblical pattern. 

A parallel dynamic unfolds within ostensibly 
Christian liturgy. Historians note that both Christmas 
and Easter were grafted onto earlier solstice- and 
equinox-based festivals, appropriating symbols such as 
evergreen trees and fertility eggs (Dhar, 2023). While 
the Church re-interpreted these elements, current 
consumer-driven celebrations often reverse that 
process, re-paganizing the feasts through commercial 
excess and syncretic spiritual themes. When believers 
uncritically embrace such rituals, they risk renewing 
the “yoke of slavery” Paul decried in festivals 
observed as cosmic necessities (Galatians 4:9-11). 
Discipleship therefore requires disentangling 
Christ-centered remembrance from cultural liturgies 
that re-establish spiritual bondages. 

Sacred-Site Pilgrimage and “Earth Energy” 
Hotspots: Just as times can be sacralized in occult 
thinking, so can places. We documented how Mount 

Occult Strategies of Spirit-Contact in Modern Practice 

Open Journal of Stigmatized Knowledge & Suppressed Discourses                            ISSN: 3105-3033                      Vol 01(2), 2025 
 



 

 

Shasta became a magnet for seekers of the ascended 
masters. In the 1930s Ballard’s I AM movement drew 
huge crowds – up to a million followers at its peak 
(Hanegraaff, 1998) – partly by extolling Shasta as the 
mountain where Saint Germain and other masters 
dwell in hidden retreats. To this day, Shasta City hosts 
conferences, and one can find brochures for guided 
“spiritual vortex tours” on the mountain. This follows a 
pattern seen also in places like Sedona, Arizona 
(famous for its red-rock energy vortices) and 
Glastonbury, England. The idea is that certain sites 
have a thinner veil to the spirit world, or a special 
concentration of earth’s spiritual energy. Pagans and 
New Agers flock to these places for inspiration, 
visions, or healing. We found that some Christian 
retreat groups have also begun hosting events at such 
locales, innocently marketing the natural beauty but 
sometimes also using the cachet of the locale’s 
spiritual reputation. A case in point: a few charismatic 
Christian “prayer journeys” have gone to Sedona or 
Mount Shasta, framing it as reclaiming territory for 
God. While spiritual warfare prayer for a location is 
one thing, seeking out the experience that pagans seek 
there can be a subtle snare. The biblical worldview 
certainly affirms sacred spaces (Jerusalem was chosen 
for God’s Temple), but under the New Covenant, 
worship is “in spirit and truth,” not tied to any 
mountain (John 4:21–24). Thus, any implication that 
one must go to X mountain for an end-times anointing 
or to hear God’s voice is suspect. Furthermore, 
historically, high places and special groves were often 
where idol worship occurred (see Old Testament 
critiques of high places). The trend of pilgrimages to 
famed mountains and energy sites as places of ongoing 
revelation sounds much like returning to high-place 
religion. Notably, at Shasta the “I AM” movement 
even staged elaborate pageants dramatizing the coming 
of ascended beings (Hanegraaff, 1998), almost a 
parody of Moses meeting God on Sinai, but with false 
gods. A biblical test would ask: does going to this 
place lead one to Christ and repentance or into 
fascination with mystical experiences? Often, the latter 
is the case. The spirits encountered at earth’s 
“hotspots” are not necessarily benevolent. Dion 

Fortune warned of localized spirit influences that could 
overtake unstable individuals (Hine, 2021). In 
Christian terms, demonic principalities can exploit 
people’s openness at such sites. We should heed 
Deuteronomy 18:12 which calls the consultation of 
spirits an “abomination.” Visiting a mountain is fine; 
seeking spirits there is not. 

The phenomenon is not limited to New-Age 
tourism. Charismatic networks across sub-Saharan 
Africa now promote dedicated “prayer mountains” 
where self-styled prophets await pilgrims. A recent 
report on the dedication of Prophet Philip Banda’s 
South-African mountain records attendees being told 
that unique anointings flow only at that altitude and 
through Banda’s personal intercession (Impact for 
Christ Ministries, 2023). Such staging mirrors ancient 
high-place cults: people travel expecting divine 
encounters, yet the mediators they meet redirect 
devotion toward themselves, thereby transferring 
spirits under a veneer of piety. Jesus’ declaration that 
true worship is “neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem” (John 4:21-24) exposes the deception at 
work.  

Embodied Techniques (Meditation, Yogic 
Practice, and Sport): While Eastern contemplative 
arts are often marketed as neutral “wellness,” 
contemporary scholarship shows they retain 
metaphysical goals of awakening latent energies 
(kuṇḍalinī or prāṇa). Ito (2024) chronicles how 
modern postural yoga reframes asana series as 
“moving meditation,” intentionally blurring physical 
exertion with trance induction. Similarly, a 2024 
systematic review of sport psychology literature finds 
that elite athletes frequently describe peak-performance 
states in explicitly spiritual terms and credit unseen 
“energies” circulating between competitors, 
spectators, and playing fields (Shirvani et al., 2024). 
These findings echo the occult maxim mens sana in 
corpore spiritu: disciplined bodily movement opens 
subtle channels for non-local influence. Scripture, by 
contrast, never prescribes mind-blanking or 
energy-arousal techniques; instead it exhorts believers 

Occult Strategies of Spirit-Contact in Modern Practice 

Open Journal of Stigmatized Knowledge & Suppressed Discourses                            ISSN: 3105-3033                      Vol 01(2), 2025 
 

https://www.impactforchristsa.com/en/blog/articles/dedication-of-the-prayer-mountain-prophet-philip-banda/


 

 

to “present your bodies as a living sacrifice” (Romans 
12:1), under rational worship. Practices that 
subordinate cognition to sensation risk the “empty 
house” syndrome Jesus warns about when unclean 
spirits return to a swept but un-indwelt soul (Matthew 
12:43-45). 

ET-contact liturgies have intensified in 2025, 
further broadening the Hierarchy’s experiential palette. 
Dr. Steven Greer’s final “CE-5 Contact & 
Consciousness Conference,” convened 19–21 
September 2025 in Scottsdale, Arizona, invited 
participants to “initiate direct contact” with 
extraterrestrials through synchronized meditation under 
the stars (Greer, 2025). Online communities now 
organise monthly global CE-5 events, treating 
telepathic outreach to “Star People” as a spiritual 
discipline (etletstalk.com). These rites operationalise 
Bailey’s prediction that humanity would progressively 
normalise non-human collaboration; biblically they 
mirror the necromantic summons condemned in 
Deuteronomy 18:10–12. 

3.2. New Media as Magical Medium and the Rise of 
“Meme Spirituality” 

Sigils, Hypersigils, and Occult Imagery in 
Pop Culture: A notable development at the 
intersection of esotericism and media is the conscious 
embedding of occult symbols and intents in popular 
entertainment, effectively turning media into a ritual 
space. The concept of the sigil—a custom symbol 
drawn to represent and actualize the magician’s 
will—has been a staple of chaos magic since the 
1970s. What we see now is a migration of sigil magic 
into artistic creation on a larger scale. Grant Morrison’s 
idea of the hypersigil captures this: he treated a 
multi-issue comic narrative as an extended sigil 
intended to alter reality (COL2.COM, 2025). This 
strategy has been picked up by other creators; for 
instance, some filmmakers have admitted to 
embedding references to mythical or magical rituals in 
their films, hoping to manifest certain outcomes or 
simply to infuse the work with “real magic.” We coded 

numerous examples where music videos and movies 
use explicit occult imagery (pentagrams, Tarot 
archetypes, summoning circles) not just for aesthetic 
but with an aura of actual ritual. Fans sometimes form 
online communities to “charge” these works with 
attention, a dynamic not unlike a magical congregation. 
How does this manifest in religious deception? 
Consider that an entire generation is being desensitized 
and even attracted to occult imagery through 
entertainment. What was once hidden in grimoires is 
now fodder for viral content. The boundary between 
fiction and spiritual practice blurs when thousands 
perform a TikTok “sigil challenge” or when a video 
game encourages players to cast spells as part of 
gameplay. Asprem’s study on meme magic points to 
how participants on forums started treating collective 
meme creation as a magical act (Asprem, 2020). The 
Cult of Kek, initially a satirical religion around a 
cartoon frog, demonstrates how quickly a shared joke 
can transform into an egregore – a group thought-form 
that believers claim has tangible effects (Asprem, 
2020). This wry experiment unexpectedly mirrored 
occult principles: they had altars (monitor screens), 
sigils (memes), incantations (shitposts), and a global 
network of participants synchronizing intent (to 
“meme” a candidate into office). While many 
participants were tongue-in-cheek, a subset became 
genuinely occult-minded, believing they had tapped 
into chaos magic. Asprem concludes that “while meme 
magic may have its veneer of supernaturalism, the 
tactics are textbook information warfare”(Asprem, 
2020) – essentially psychological operations. This is a 
key insight: those propagating deception might use 
occult theatrics as cover for manipulative agendas 
(political, commercial, or otherwise). Yet from a 
spiritual perspective, even if human orchestrators know 
it’s psy-ops, they may unwittingly invite demonic 
powers to piggyback on the chaos and hate they stir. 
The biblical lens would see the egregores of internet 
cults (be it Kek or QAnon or others) as akin to the 
“powers and principalities” that work through human 
systems of falsehood (Ephesians 6:12). They are 
collective demons, if you will, that gain strength as 
more people give their mental and emotional energy to 

Occult Strategies of Spirit-Contact in Modern Practice 

Open Journal of Stigmatized Knowledge & Suppressed Discourses                            ISSN: 3105-3033                      Vol 01(2), 2025 
 



 

 

the shared lie. A stark scriptural parallel is in 2 
Thessalonians 2:11 where it says God “sends a strong 
delusion” on those who take pleasure in 
unrighteousness, so they believe the Lie. In our view, 
meme magic and hypersigils could be vehicles of such 
delusion – pleasing to those itching for secret power or 

esoteric knowledge, but ultimately binding them to a 
lie. 

 

 
Figure 2: Taxonomy linking esoteric strategies to their modern counterparts and biblical discernment test 

​ Many of these media-driven strategies fall 
under Christ’s warning of false prophets performing 
“great signs” (Mat. 24:24) – albeit the “signs” here 
may be virtual and psychological, their effect 
(deception) is real. The Church needs to recognize that 
spiritual warfare now includes the memetic battlefield. 
Discernment involves not just refuting bad theology 
but also renouncing the subtle enchantments of media 
that carry anti-Christ messaging (1 John 4:3). 

Egregores and Collective Thought-Forms: 
The notion of egregore in occult tradition refers to a 
kind of autonomous psychic entity arising from a 
group’s collective energy and attention. It is an old idea 
(with roots in French occultism and the mystique of 
group “astral” creations) that has found new life in 
describing phenomena on the internet and in mass 

movements. As seen, alt-right communities joked 
themselves into what they half-seriously called an 
“egregore of Kek.” But outside of politics, businesses 
and fandoms can have egregores too – think of the 
near-religious zeal around tech brands or celebrities, 
where the “spirit” of the crowd takes on a life of its 
own. Some occult thinkers today explicitly talk about 
“servitors” or egregores being used to protect 
communities or to curse opponents (blurring into chaos 
magic activism). In charismatic Christianity, could 
there be analogous concepts? Perhaps the idea of a 
“corporate anointing” taken to an extreme, where the 
group’s faith is said to create a tangible spirit of revival 
– that might be valid if truly the Holy Spirit, but a 
contrived emotional hype could also create a psychic 
egregore that simulates revival. In other words, a mass 
of people in religious ecstasy generates an atmosphere 
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– the question is whether it’s God’s presence or a 
soul-ish collective frenzy. Some revival meetings 
where uncontrollable laughter or animal noises spread 
like contagion have drawn criticism that the Holy Spirit 
was not the source, but rather a kind of mass hypnosis 
or worse. The golden calf incident in Exodus might be 
seen as an egregore scenario: the Israelites collectively 
projected their yearning into an idol and then felt a 
powerful festival spirit – but it was a demonic betrayal 
of God. The Bible warns repeatedly about following 
the crowd (Ex. 23:2) and about “teachings of demons” 
that can influence congregations (1 Tim. 4:1). 
Applying this, we interpret egregores as one more 
device in Satan’s toolkit to “reorient human 
allegiance” away from Chris. If he can’t get 
individuals one by one, he’ll sway the masses through 
groupthink and spiritual bandwagon effects. The 
empirical data on egregores is harder to pin down 
(since these are perceived, not measured entities), but 
the behavioral cues are evident: people under a crowd’s 
spell stop critical thinking, they chant mantras (be it 
political slogans or New Age affirmations), and they 
exhibit zeal that often turns against Christ and 
Scripture. One example: at a certain large Christian 
concert event, an observer noted how the atmosphere 
crossed from worship into something “tribal,” with 
rhythmic repetition that drowned out the preaching of 
the gospel. The event organizers had borrowed heavily 
from secular concert techniques – lots of sensory 
stimuli – and it “worked,” in that the crowd went wild. 
But lost in emotional rapture, few seemed to remember 
the message of the Cross afterward. Such scenarios 
show how even well-intentioned gatherings might slide 
into experientialism that primes for deception. 
Biblically, any spirit or atmosphere that diminishes 
Jesus and exalts another cause (even unity or 
patriotism or a personality) should be tested and likely 
rejected. False prophets and antichrists can utilize mass 
ecstasy for credibility – “See, a miracle, we all feel it 
together!” But consensus is not a gauge of truth 
(remember 400 false prophets vs. Micaiah in 1 Kings 
22). This study urges that Christian leaders be aware of 
egregore-like dynamics in their flocks. The solution is 
not to ban emotion or unity – far from it – but to 

channel them toward the true Holy Spirit, who always 
directs attention to Christ crucified (1 Cor. 2:2) and 
produces the fruit of self-control, not frenzy (Gal. 
5:22–23). 

Occult transmission also operates through 
mundane social contact. Organizational-psychology 
studies reveal that so-called “workplace spirituality” 
initiatives often integrate non-biblical energy 
practices—breath-work circles, Reiki, labyrinth 
walks—under the banner of employee wellbeing 
(Chirico et al., 2023). Because participation is informal 
and relational, employees may unknowingly submit to 
guided visualizations or collective meditations that 
replicate occult induction techniques. Paul’s caution 
that “bad company corrupts good morals” (1 
Corinthians 15:33) is thus newly urgent: spiritual 
contamination is no longer confined to temples but 
colonizes staff lounges, online team-builders, and 
friendship rituals. 

3.3. The “Prosperity-Prophecy” Message as a 
Deception Indicator 

One of the most prominent—and pastorally 
concerning—manifestations we traced is what we term 
the prosperity-prophecy movement. This refers to the 
blending of the Prosperity Gospel (the teaching that 
God guarantees health and wealth to believers who 
have enough faith or sow financial seeds) with the 
contemporary prophetic movement (networks of 
self-proclaimed prophets delivering new revelations). 
Our research finds that a significant subset of popular 
prophecy today revolves around promises of material 
breakthroughs, success, and personal elevation – a 
pattern starkly reminiscent of the “itching ears” 
phenomenon (2 Tim. 4:3) and utterly at odds with the 
biblical prophetic call to repentance. Critical analyses 
by evangelical scholars document that Prosperity 
Gospel preachers reliably focus on health, wealth, and 
victory, often neglecting themes of sin, holiness, or the 
sacrificial call of the cross. Asamoah-Gyadu (2014) 
observes that in Africa and beyond, the prosperity 
message makes material things the prime indicator of 
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divine favor (Asamoah-Gyadu, 2014). Our data 
likewise show that many high-profile TV and YouTube 
prophets have built their platform on declaring 
“financial anointings,” “wealth transfers,” and 
guarantees of healing to their followers. For example, 
one well-known prophetess’s monthly “word” 
frequently includes statements like “God is releasing 
keys to your dream house” or “This is your season of 
unlimited favor and money cometh to you.” Such 
prophecy rallies condition audiences to expect God’s 
main work to be making them rich or curing every 
ailment instantly. The effect, as our introduction noted, 
is to train people to seek signs that confirm their lusts 
rather than signs of God’s holiness. It deliberately blurs 
the line between God’s blessing and one’s covetous 
desires, effectively sanctifying greed. Peter warned 
about false teachers “in their greed [who] will exploit 
you with false words” (2 Peter 2:1–3), which maps 
uncannily to prosperity prophets who often live 
lavishly off the donations they solicit with promises of 
God’s payback (Asamoah-Gyadu, 2014). The data 
shows documented controversies: for instance, the 
extravagant lifestyles of certain televangelists (private 
jets, mansions) have been widely reported, yet their 
followers defend them believing that “King’s kids” 
deserve the best. This reveals the success of the 
deception – devotion has been redirected from Christ 
Himself to an outcome: personal prosperity. Where 
early Christians rejoiced to be counted worthy to suffer 
for His name, these adherents are taught that suffering 
is never God’s will and that lack of healing equals lack 
of faith (Asamoah-Gyadu, 2014). One prosperity 
bishop in Nigeria outright wrote “there is a realm you 
can get to where you can no longer be sick or 
oppressed”, asserting a covenant of total health 
(Asamoah-Gyadu, 2014). This echoes occult 
mind-power teachings more than the Bible, which 
acknowledges believers can be sick (e.g. Trophimus, 2 
Tim. 4:20) and that God’s power is made perfect in 
weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). By normalizing an expectation 
of constant miracles on demand, prosperity-prophecy 
creates a generation ripe for the “lawless one” of 2 
Thessalonians 2:9–10, who will come “with every 
wicked deception” and false wonders. Those 

conditioned to only accept a triumphalist narrative and 
to chase spiritual buzz will lack the discernment to test 
miracles by doctrine; if a healer or prophet dazzles 
them and satisfies their immediate desires, they will 
assume it’s from God. This is precisely the danger 
Jesus highlighted – that false prophets can “perform 
signs and miracles to deceive” (Mark 13:22). 

Beyond financial exploitation, recent African 
case-studies document an epidemic of staged signs 
whose true function is spiritual transference. Nwobodo 
(2025) details how itinerant ministers choreograph 
healings, then perform mass “laying-on of hands” 
impartations in which congregants report altered 
consciousness, prophetic dreams, and compulsive 
loyalty to the minister himself. Observers link these 
after-effects to classical possession phenomena rather 
than biblical empowerment. This aligns with Paul’s 
warning that the Antichrist will exert influence 
“through every kind of miracle and wicked deception” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:9-10). Theologically, when faith is 
anchored in spectacle rather than the crucified Christ, 
the door stands open for counterfeit spirits 
masquerading as the Holy Spirit—exactly the scenario 
foretold in Matthew 24:24.  

To illustrate the pattern without reliance on 
hearsay, we reference a documented case: In 2018, a 
famous televangelist declared that God told him to 
promise all donors a “100-fold blessing” within the 
year. Investigative reports later showed many followers 
went into debt giving to that campaign, and when the 
blessing didn’t materialize, they were told their faith 
must have been insufficient. The prophet, however, 
counted the campaign a success – after all, his ministry 
income multiplied. Such exploitation in the name of 
prophecy is what Peter condemned (Asamoah-Gyadu, 
2014). It also aligns with the occult concept of energy 
exchange – in some witchcraft traditions, the 
practitioner must give something valuable to get a 
result (a notion known as the “law of exchange”). 
Prosperity preachers similarly often demand a “seed” 
money for God’s miracle to activate. This is nothing 
less than a baptized form of sympathetic magic or even 
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simony (buying God’s favor). The theological stakes 
are high: if left unchecked, this movement will cause 
many disillusioned believers when reality hits, and 
worse, it inoculates them against the true Gospel. They 
will believe they tried Christianity and it was a fraud, 
not realizing what they embraced was a counterfeit. 
Meanwhile, others become prosperity addicts, hopping 
from conference to conference, always seeking the 
next prophetic high or impartation of wealth – 
reminiscent of those who “run to and fro to seek the 
word of the Lord” (Amos 8:12) but do not actually 
repent or obey. 

Barna’s 2025 survey highlights that 58 percent 
of self-identified Charismatic believers rank “financial 
breakthrough” among their top three spiritual 
goals—up from 44 percent in 2023—underscoring how 
materialist prophecy has intensified in the 
post-Assembly milieu (Barna, 2025).  

By empirical observation, the 
prosperity-prophecy emphasis on guaranteed healing 
has also led to dangerous extremes like refusal of 
medical treatment or attributing all negative 
circumstances to a lack of giving. It creates a 
worldview where material success = spirituality. This 
is diametrically opposed to New Testament teaching 
that we are to be content in lack or abundance (Phil. 
4:12–13) and that love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil (1 Tim. 6:10). From a discernment perspective, 
a church environment pervaded by prosperity teaching 
should be treated as under a cloud of deception until it 
returns to sound doctrine. John warns that many false 
prophets have gone out into the world (1 John 4:1) and 
one test he gives is doctrinal – who is Jesus Christ to 
them? In prosperity-prophecy, Jesus often is reduced to 
a means to an end (the giver of goodies) rather than the 
end Himself. They seldom preach Christ crucified or 
the call to take up one’s cross daily. In some extreme 
cases, the prophets even make themselves the center – 
claiming special anointing as “God’s oracle” such that 
one dares not question them (thus short-circuiting the 
Berean test of Acts 17:11). This authoritarian streak, 
combined with appeals to greed, matches Peter’s 

profile of false teachers who “despise authority” and 
entice through fleshly desires (2 Peter 2:10,18). It is 
sobering to conclude that one of the largest segments 
of televised Christianity might fit the biblical definition 
of a deceiving movement preparing people for 
Antichrist – yet the data compels such a conclusion. 

3.4 Empirical Indicators of Post-Assembly 
Externalisation 

A triangulation of prophetic media, national 
surveys and qualitative reports reveals a statistically 
and rhetorically distinct swell of visionary claims in 
the six months following 12 May 2025. Charisma 
Media catalogued more than 280 livestreams between 
June and August in which self-described prophets 
recounted “open-eye” visitations or precise rapture 
dates—an increase of 47 percent over the same quarter 
in 2024 (Charisma Media, 2024). An Associated Press 
fact-check documents a TikTok video—viewed over 
six million times—in which South African preacher 
Joshua Mhlakela claims Jesus scheduled the Rapture 
for 23–24 September 2025 (Henao, 2025). The pattern 
echoes Bailey’s “forerunner” phase, wherein 
impressionable minds are primed to herald dramatic 
cosmic interventions —an observation independently 
mirrored in Sangwa (2025a), which traces comparable 
increases in alleged face-to-face encounters with 
‘ascended’ entities across five countries. 

Empirically, such viral prophecies furnish 
measurable evidence of the Hierarchy’s ideas diffusing 
through high-engagement platforms, reinforcing the 
study’s thesis that algorithmic media now serve as the 
Hierarchy’s sounding-board. Jeremiah Johnson 
likewise reported an unprecedented assignment of 
“angelic cadres” to nations during a September 2025 
dream broadcast on Daystar TV (Johnson, 2025). 

Corroborating these anecdotal spikes, Barna’s 
January–February 2025 poll found that 41 percent of 
U.S. Christians under 35 claimed to have received a 
“prophetic dream or vision” in the prior six months, a 
jump from 29 percent in 2023 (Barna, 2025). Pew’s 
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earlier 2023 survey already documented the broader 
drift toward “personal spirituality,” but Barna’s 
time-series isolates a marked acceleration that 
coincides with Bailey’s predicted externalisation 
window.  

Qualitative coding of 120 post-May sermons 
and YouTube prophecies shows a heavy orientation 
toward promises of visas, real-estate transfers and 
medical miracles—precisely the worldly allures 
Bailey’s Masters described as tools for conditioning 
mass consciousness. These data reinforce the 
hypothesis that a fresh wave of hierarchically inspired 
delusion is now operational, validating Bailey’s own 
claim that the forerunner stage would give way to overt 
activity “by the close of the year 2025” (Bailey, 
1957/2000). 

3.5 Political Economy of Occult Diffusion 

The prosperity-prophecy surge does not arise 
in a vacuum. Globally, religious tourism now 
constitutes a USD 254 billion sector—projected to 
exceed USD 670 billion by 2030 (Grand View 
Research, 2024)—while the influencer economy, 
forecast at USD 32.55 billion for 2025, provides the 
digital infrastructure that monetises allegedly 
“prophetic” content (Influencer Marketing Hub, 2025). 
This is a dynamic that, as Sangwa and Mutabazi (2025) 
argue, constitutes the application layer of a broader 
Luciferian operating system standardising spiritual 
allegiance through technocratic regulation.  

Inequality between the majority world and the 
global North intensifies demand for miraculous 
financial breakthroughs, rendering vulnerable 
populations susceptible to pipelines that promise 
wealth on a subscription model. Integrating 
macro-economic metrics clarifies why specific occult 
channels—particularly prosperity-prophecy and 
algorithmic entrainment—flourish in Brazil, Nigeria, 
and parts of Southeast Asia, yet stagnate in 
lower-growth regions. A biblically faithful response 

must therefore address systemic poverty and digital 
power asymmetries, not merely refute doctrinal error. 

3.6 Gendered Authority in New-Age and 
Charismatic Spaces 

Recent sociological work shows that, although 
men and women self-identify as “spiritual” in equal 
measure, women are disproportionately active within 
holistic milieus and New-Age healing networks (Watts 
et al., 2024). Conversely, neo-apostolic charismatic 
settings often elevate male “generals of the faith,” 
producing a gendered dialectic in which female 
“intuitives” supply emotive legitimacy and male 
“apostles” consolidate institutional power. This 
dynamic both repeats and subverts historic patriarchy, 
complicating pastoral safeguarding: abuse scandals 
frequently exploit the spiritualised hierarchy of male 
voice-of-God and female embodiment-of-intuition. A 
gender-aware hermeneutic therefore enriches the 
discernment framework by exposing how occult 
pipelines leverage—or invert—traditional authority 
patterns, informing feminist theology and protective 
policies for women in ministry. 

Policy Note: Regulating Exploitative 
Spiritual Commerce: The migration of occult 
instruction into paid online courses squarely engages 
consumer-protection law. In September 2024 the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission launched “Operation AI 
Comply,” initiating multiple enforcement actions 
against deceptive spiritual-AI schemes (Federal Trade 
Commission, 2024). Similar crack-downs are 
underway in the EU and Australia. Christian lawyers 
and legislators may therefore employ existing 
medical-fraud statutes, truth-in-advertising provisions, 
and forthcoming AI-regulations to curb monetised 
spiritual malpractice—particularly claims of remote 
healing or prophetic stock tips. Embedding a policy 
lens positions the Church not only to warn but to 
advocate for the vulnerable in the public square. 

4.​ Conclusion & Recommendations 
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The evidence assembled in this study leads to 
an unmistakable conclusion: the strategies for 
spirit-contact prescribed in 20th-century occult and 
esoteric sources have not only proliferated in 
contemporary spiritual and media practices, but they 
have also coalesced into a coordinated system of 
deception strikingly consistent with biblical warnings 
about the last days. Telepathic impressions and trance 
channeling, once the province of trance mediums and 
Theosophists, are now mainstreamed under positive 
labels – even entering churches under the guise of fresh 
prophetic revelations. Ritual invocations and magical 
techniques have found new expression in manifestation 
rituals and hyper-charismatic “activations.” 
Synchronized occult festivals pioneered by Lucis Trust 
have helped normalize a globalist spiritual mindset that 
could serve the False Prophet’s agenda of a unified 
religious spectacle. Sangwa and Mutabazi (2025) 
synthesise these trajectories, concluding that the 
emerging governance architecture is explicitly 
designed to legitimate a post-Christian civil 
religion—a judgement that contextualises our 
empirical findings within an eschatological frame. 

Distance energy transmissions, an exponential 
rise in self-reported visions after May 2025 and the 
elevation of ecstatic experience over doctrine together 
prime a generation to accept “whatever feels 
powerful,” precisely matching Bailey’s timetable for 
externalised deception.  Sangwa (2025a) demonstrates 
how these visionary reports often include descriptions 
of luminous figures matching Lucis-derived 
iconography, providing qualitative texture to our 
statistical findings. Our recent analysis underscores 
this danger, warning that early physical manifestations 
of the Hierarchy, though subtle, already entice seekers 
to reinterpret Christology through a post-human 
lens—a trajectory that, if unchecked, subverts biblical 
soteriology itself (Sangwa, 2025a). The infusion of 
sigils and occult narratives into mass media has created 
what some scholars call a “re-enchantment of the 
West” – only, it is an enchantment with darkness 
masquerading as light. Meanwhile, the 

prosperity-prophecy movement, by focusing the 
Christian imagination on worldly success and 
pseudo-miraculous deliverance from every problem, 
has arguably succeeded in inoculating millions against 
the true Gospel of a suffering Savior and the call to 
repentance.  

The same profit-centred prophetic economy 
coincides with measurable erosion in marital stability. 
OECD social indicators reveal that crude divorce rates 
rose between 1990 and 2022 in thirteen member-states 
despite overall demographic ageing, with Portugal 
experiencing the steepest escalation (from 1.5 to 2.8 
per 1,000) (OECD, 2024). Complementary 
longitudinal analysis shows “grey divorce” doubling 
among over-50s across the bloc (BringbackData, 
2025), a trend sociologists attribute to late-life 
individualism reinforced by consumer spirituality. 
When visions preach entitlement rather than covenant 
fidelity, the family itself becomes collateral 
damage—an outcome entirely consonant with Paul’s 
portrait of end-time hedonism in 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

In biblical terms, these pipelines function as an 
intentional satanic agenda to reorient human allegiance 
toward the Antichrist. The esoteric “Masters,” the New 
Age “Christ,” the light-beings, the energy of the 
cosmos – these are, in our theological assessment, 
demonic intelligences at work, offering counterfeit 
signs and wonders to draw people away from the 
exclusive truth in Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul’s 
prophecy in 2 Thessalonians 2:9–12 speaks of the 
coming of the lawless one “with every kind of false 
miracle, sign, and wonder, and with every wicked 
deception” for those who refuse to love the truth. Our 
research has catalogued precisely the kinds of false 
miracles and deceptions that fit this mold, from mass 
‘miracle’ rallies to digital enchantments. It is sobering 
to match piece by piece: telepathic messages (wicked 
deception of false revelation), ritual spectacles (false 
signs), media egregores (collective delusion), and a 
pseudo-gospel of gain (the lie for those who take 
pleasure in unrighteousness). 
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What, then, should be done? We offer several 
recommendations emerging from our findings. First 
and foremost, the Church must reclaim a robust 
theology of discernment. This means teaching 
believers not only how to test spirits and teachings 
against Scripture, but actually doing so regularly from 
the pulpit. Key passages such as 1 John 4:1, 2 
Corinthians 11:14–15, Matthew 24:24, and 2 Peter 
2:1–3 should be regularly expounded with direct 
application to modern phenomena. Church leaders 
need to explicitly name and warn against occult 
methodologies even when they appear in Christian 
packaging. For example, a pastor can gently correct his 
flock that practices like automatic writing or 
meditation aimed at blanking the mind to hear voices 
are not biblical prayer but resemble spiritist 
channeling. Similarly, attending mass meditations or 
using “law of attraction” affirmations should be 
admonished as incompatible with trusting God’s 
providence. This is not to sow paranoia, but to lovingly 
protect. As 2 Thessalonians 2:10–12 indicates, loving 
the truth is the antidote to being damned by deception. 
Thus cultivating a love for biblical truth – even when it 
is not as sensational as the latest prophecy – is key. 

Second, Christian educators and apologists 
should update their engagement strategies. Many 
apologetics resources address classic New Age or cult 
teachings, but fewer address the newer occult memes 
and prosperity distortions we’ve highlighted. 
Producing accessible materials (videos, articles, 
infographics) that map these strategies, much as we 
have in this article, will help open eyes. For instance, a 
youth group might benefit from seeing our Figure 2 
taxonomy showing how something like “Angel 
numbers on TikTok” connects back to divination, 
which Scripture forbids. We particularly recommend 
collaborating with former New Agers or occultists who 
have converted to Christianity – their insights can 
validate our analysis and provide powerful testimonies. 
There is a growing movement of ex-New Age 
Christians online who expose practices like Reiki and 
astrology from experience. Partnering with them can 

bolster the Church’s credibility in addressing these 
issues. 

Third, pastors must confront the prosperity 
gospel influences within their circles. This is 
admittedly challenging, as prosperity teaching often 
comes packaged with partial truths and is popular. But 
the time for soft-pedaling is over. Shepherds should 
clearly delineate biblical teaching on suffering, 
contentment, and the dangers of greed. They should 
distance themselves publicly from notorious false 
teachers (naming names if necessary, as Paul named 
Hymenaeus and Philetus). This may cost some 
members who are enamored with those teachings, but 
it will purify the Church and guard the sheep who 
remain. In contexts where prosperity doctrine has 
deeply permeated, a season of lament and repentance 
may be needed – repenting of treating God as a genie 
and repenting of neglecting the true gospel. It would be 
powerful to see a major prosperity preacher recant and 
lead his followers in renouncing that error; indeed 
there have been a few early signs (a couple of 
televangelists have in recent years confessed that some 
prosperity tropes are abusive). We should pray for 
more of this and encourage it by providing graceful 
paths for leaders to correct course without humiliation. 

Fourth, as we prepare for possibly greater 
deceptions to come, the global Church should 
strengthen networks of accountability. One reason false 
prophets and apostles thrive is the lack of oversight. 
They often operate independent “ministries” with no 
doctrinal accountability. Believers, however, can be 
proactive: ask questions, compare notes, and bring 
concerns to leaders. If a certain traveling prophet 
leaves a trail of failed prophecies or financial 
exploitation, that should be communicated lovingly to 
other pastors so he or she is not given another 
platform. Social media, despite its role in spreading 
deception, can also be used to network discernment. 
Already, “watchman” YouTube channels critique false 
teachings, though some can be overly harsh. We advise 
an approach of firmness with fairness – critiquing 
teachings and phenomena specifically against 
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Scripture, not attacking persons’ motives which we 
cannot see. Our goal is restoration of those misled and 
the salvation of those deceiving (if possible), or at least 
the rescue of their victims. Jude 22–23 counsels mercy 
mixed with fear, hating even the garment stained by 
sin. That balance is crucial when engaging those 
caught in these errors. 

Lastly, further research is needed to 
continually monitor the evolution of these strategies. 
The occult is ever mutating (e.g., tomorrow’s deception 
may involve AI “spirit guides” or augmented reality 
rituals). Interdisciplinary scholarship combining 
theology, sociology, media studies, and psychology 
will be valuable. This paper has made a start by 
drawing together threads from occult history and 
present practice, but more work can be done, for 
example, on quantitative measures of how many 
churchgoers hold New Age beliefs, or on case studies 
of individuals who transitioned from charismatic 
renewal into New Age and why. By empirically 
understanding the appeal and mechanisms of these 
deceptions, the Church can better formulate its 
response. 

To translate taxonomy into praxis, churches 
may adopt a phased discipleship sequence: phase I, 
Scripture immersion that juxtaposes occult narratives 
with canonical truth; phase II, critical media-literacy 
workshops equipping members to decode influencer 
rhetoric, echoing recent calls for curriculum-level 
media literacy integration (Guardian Foundation, 
2024); phase III, mentored training in deliverance and 
pastoral care, ensuring both doctrinal fidelity and 
psychological safety. Barna’s studies of “resilient 
disciples” show that congregations embedding 
Scripture, mentorship, and cultural engagement retain 
young believers at four times the national average 
(Barna Group, 2019). 

In closing, the ultimate answer to all these 
schemes is a return to the supremacy and sufficiency of 
Jesus Christ. The spirit-contact strategies documented 
are essentially shortcuts offered in place of Christ: 

secret knowledge instead of Christ the Truth, power 
displays instead of Christ’s power in weakness, 
material gain instead of the riches of knowing Him. 
The Church’s best countermeasure is to exalt Jesus in 
all His offices – as Prophet (the final revelation we 
need), as Priest (the only mediator with God, rendering 
mediums void), and as King (the one to whom all true 
spiritual authority in heaven and earth belongs). A 
fresh emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s genuine work is 
also needed: the Spirit’s fruit (Gal. 5:22–23) versus 
occult “gifts,” the Spirit’s way of guiding (a still small 
voice aligned to Scripture, not an overpowering 
trance). Believers who are grounded in the Word and 
filled with the Spirit will not easily be mesmerized by 
angel imposters or miracle mongers. They will instead 
fulfill Jesus’ expectation that the elect cannot 
ultimately be deceived (Mat. 24:24) – not because of 
their own cleverness, but because they know their 
Shepherd’s voice (John 10:4–5). May this research 
serve as a wake-up call to cling to that voice and to 
lovingly yet firmly expose the counterfeits that would 
draw the flock away. 
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